Town of Swanzey, New Hampshire
Swanzey Planning Board
Meeting Minutes — August 14, 2025
Whitcomb Hall, Main Street, Swanzey, NH

CALL TO ORDER:
The meeting of the Swanzey Planning Board was called to order at 6:00pm by Chair Scott Self. The meeting
was held at Whitcomb Hall and via Zoom software for the public. Other members present: Vice Chair
Michael York, Victoria Ames, Richard Lane, Mark Scalera, Brandon Self, Alternates Stacey Goodale, and
Selectman’s Representative Mark LaBelle. Also present was Town Planner Adam Paquette and Recording
Secretary Susan Ells.

The Chair called the roll and read the agenda for the evening. A quorum was present.
Absent: Jane Johnson

Others Present:
Kai Kraemer with FACT TV, John Noonan, Fieldstone Land Consultants

REGIONAL IMPACT
A motion was made by York that there was no regional impact. There was a second by B Self. All were in
favor. With no further discussion, the motion passed.

MINUTES:

The meeting minutes of July 24, 2025 were considered. A motion was made by Lane to approve the
meeting minutes as presented. There was a second by Scalera. Lane and Chair Self recommended edits.
With no other discussion, all were in favor of approving the minutes as edited. The motion passed.

APPLICATIONS AND PUBLIC HEARING(S):

PB 25-013: Asher Construction Site Plan Review — Asher Construction have submitted a site plan review
application proposing a gravel parking area and flex space at Tax Map 209 Lot 4. The subject property is in
the Industrial Park District. The subject property is 6.88 acres in size and is located on the north side of
Safford Drive. The area of the property in review is on the east side, adjacent to Tax Map 106, Lot 52.

John Noonan from Fieldstone Land Consultants reviewed the checklist for the Board.

A motion was made by Scalera to approve the application as complete. The motion was seconded by B Self;
with no further discussion the motion passed unanimously.

The Chair opened the public meeting at 6:11pm.

The Board asked questions about the plan; Ames asked about the proposed landscaping; Scalera asked
about the parking area and storage units. Chair Self confirmed that any storage would be inside a container
versus being stored on the property outside. Lane is concerned about container-type storage. He also told
Noonan about an existing pipe that is leading toward the wetland that has water running from it toward
the wetlands. He pointed it out on the plans. Noonan was not familiar with the pipe. He explained where
the catch basins will be; Scalera asked if the client had considered a paved lot, versus the hardpack gravel
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that is being proposed. Noonan said his client wants a gravel lot. It is intended to be for overflow parking,
not for long-term parking. Ames asked about the term flex space. She’d like to be more specific about the
use so it can be a condition of approval. The Board discussed allowing open and enclosed trailers, storage
containers including those on wheels, and overflow parking as needed for trucks no larger than a box truck
or pickup with a trailer. The Board would prefer to exclude storage of any heavy construction equipment
such as excavators and bulldozers. The board continued discussion regarding items that might be stored
there long-term. Chair Self suggested that there be no permanent storage units there.

Scalera mentioned the concerns from the Conservation Commission that there might be contamination
dumped there by Clearwater Pools, such as chlorine. Noonan will bring it up to the client.

Chair Self closed the public meeting at 6:38.

The board continued the discussion and named the permitted uses: open and enclosed truck trailers,
mobile storage containers on wheels, and overflow parking as needed for trucks no larger than a box truck
or pickup with a trailer. Excluded uses: storage containers not on wheels, any loose materials that are not
on trailers, and storage of any heavy construction equipment such as excavators and bulldozers.

Ames made the motion to approve the modification to the site plan with the conditions that were stated
above; Lane seconded. With no further discussion the motion carried.

There was further discussion regarding the pipe that Lane had questioned.

Discussions and Other Business:
Chair Self reminded the board that there is a vacant position on the board and asked the board to contact
Adam if they have any recommendations.

Lane said he would like the Board to continue discussion from the last meeting regarding Article B3 of the
Wetland Conservation District’s draft of changes to the Existing Ordinance. He’d like further discussion
without personal biases for the general benefit of the wetlands. We have until November to finalize this.
Cheri Domina sent the Board information; Ame strongly recommended the board read the information.
Ames said she would like to have more information from experts before decisions are made. Paquette
suggested another joint meeting with the Wetland Conservation District.

Lane made a motion that the board reconsider Article B3 to include setbacks when the Board discusses the
Wetland Conservation District’s draft of changes to the Existing Ordinance. Ames seconded the motion.
There was more discussion; Ames withdrew her second; Lane withdrew the motion.

Paquette suggested dates of September 11 or October 9t for the joint meeting. The Board selected
September 11%™. Chair Self asked for final revisions to be ready with plenty of time before that meeting so
the Board can review them.

York wants to be sure the private property rights granted by the Constitution are not violated.

ADJOURNMENT
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A motion to adjourn was made by York. There was a second to the motion by B. Self with no further
discussion. All were in favor. The motion passed. Adjournment occurred at 7:06pm.

Next Meeting: August 28, 2025

Respectfully Submitted,
Susan Ells, Recording Secretary

Approved on August 28, 2025
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